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Except for a massacre of five hundred settlers by renegade Creek Indians in the early 1800s, not much bad
had happened during two centuries in Little River, Alabama, an obscure Lost Colony in the swampy
woodlands of To Kill a Mockingbird country. "We're stuck down here being poor together" is how one native
described the hamlet of about two hundred people, half black and half white. But in 1997, racial violence hit
Little River like a thunderclap. A young black man was killed while trying to break into a white family's
trailer at night, a beloved white store owner was nearly bludgeoned to death by a black ex-convict, and
finally a marauding band of white kids torched a black church and vandalized another during a drunken
wilding soon after a Ku Klux Klan rally.

The Ballad of Little River is a narrative of that fateful year, an anatomy of one of the many church arsons
across the South in the late 1990s. It is also much more -- a biography of a place that seemed, on the cusp of
the millennium, stuck in another time. When veteran journalist Paul Hemphill, the son of an Alabama truck
driver who has written extensively on the blue-collar South, moved into Little River, he discovered the flip
side of what the natives like to call "God's country": a dot on the map far from the mainstream of American
life, a forlorn cluster of poverty and ignorance and dead-end jobs in the dark, snake-infested forests, a world
that time forgot.

Living alongside the citizens of Little River, Hemphill discovered a stew of characters right out of fiction --
"Peanut" Ferguson, "Doll" Boone, "Hoss" Mack, Joe Dees, Murray January, a Klansman named "Brother
Phil," and his stripper wife known as "Wild Child" -- swirling into a maelstrom of insufferable heat,
malicious gossip, ancient grudges, and unresolved racial animosities. His story of how their lives intertwined
serves, as well, as a chilling cautionary tale about the price that must be paid for living in virtual isolation
during a time of unprecedented growth in America. God's country is in deep trouble.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Redus:

The book The Ballad of Little River: A Tale of Race and Restless Youth in the Rural South can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the
good thing like a book The Ballad of Little River: A Tale of Race and Restless Youth in the Rural South?
Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many data
for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you
take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Ballad of Little River: A
Tale of Race and Restless Youth in the Rural South has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Patrick Taylor:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one
is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take The Ballad of Little River: A Tale of Race and Restless Youth in the Rural
South as your daily resource information.

Herbert Gist:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title The Ballad of Little
River: A Tale of Race and Restless Youth in the Rural South suitable to you? The particular book was
written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Ballad of Little River: A Tale of Race
and Restless Youth in the Rural Southis one of several books in which everyone read now. This book was
inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that
you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can
easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this
world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Robert Howard:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book
everywhere? It ok you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The
Ballad of Little River: A Tale of Race and Restless Youth in the Rural South which is finding the e-book



version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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