
Origins of Genius: Darwinian Perspectives on
Creativity
Dean Keith Simonton

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0195128796
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0195128796
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0195128796


Origins of Genius: Darwinian Perspectives on Creativity

Dean Keith Simonton

Origins of Genius: Darwinian Perspectives on Creativity Dean Keith Simonton
How can we account for the sudden appearance of such dazzling artists and scientists as Mozart,
Shakespeare, Darwin, or Einstein? How can we define such genius? What conditions or personality traits
seem to produce exceptionally creative people? Is the association between genius and madness really just a
myth? These and many other questions are brilliantly illuminated in The Origins of Genius.
Dean Simonton convincingly argues that creativity can best be understood as a Darwinian process of
variation and selection. The artist or scientist generates a wealth of ideas, and then subjects these ideas to
aesthetic or scientific judgment, selecting only those that have the best chance to survive and reproduce.
Indeed, the true test of genius is the ability to bequeath an impressive and influential body of work to future
generations. Simonton draws on the latest research into creativity and explores such topics as the personality
type of the genius, whether genius is genetic or produced by environment and education, the links between
genius and mental illness (Darwin himself was emotionally and mentally unwell), the high incidence of
childhood trauma, especially loss of a parent, amongst Nobel Prize winners, the importance of unconscious
incubation in creative problem-solving, and much more. Simonton substantiates his theory by examining and
quoting from the work of such eminent figures as Henri Poincare, W. H. Auden, Albert Einstein, Marie
Curie, Charles Darwin, Niels Bohr, and many others.
For anyone intrigued by the spectacular feats of the human mind, The Origins of Genius offers a
revolutionary new way of understanding the very nature of creativity.
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From reader reviews:

William Smith:

The book Origins of Genius: Darwinian Perspectives on Creativity make you feel enjoy for your spare time.
You can use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting
tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book Origins of Genius:
Darwinian Perspectives on Creativity to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open
and read a e-book Origins of Genius: Darwinian Perspectives on Creativity. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Blake Nixon:

This Origins of Genius: Darwinian Perspectives on Creativity book is not really ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information
inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. That Origins of Genius: Darwinian Perspectives on Creativity without we
recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be
worry Origins of Genius: Darwinian Perspectives on Creativity can bring any time you are and not make
your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This
Origins of Genius: Darwinian Perspectives on Creativity having great arrangement in word as well as layout,
so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Dedra Clark:

The particular book Origins of Genius: Darwinian Perspectives on Creativity will bring someone to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book Origins of Genius: Darwinian Perspectives on
Creativity is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web
site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Christopher McCormick:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
read a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what forms of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
and soon. The Origins of Genius: Darwinian Perspectives on Creativity provide you with a new experience
in reading a book.
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