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How do terrorist groups control their members? Do the tools groups use to monitor their operatives and
enforce discipline create security vulnerabilities that governments can exploit? The Terrorist's Dilemma is
the first book to systematically examine the great variation in how terrorist groups are structured. Employing
a broad range of agency theory, historical case studies, and terrorists' own internal documents, Jacob Shapiro
provocatively discusses the core managerial challenges that terrorists face and illustrates how their political
goals interact with the operational environment to push them to organize in particular ways.

Shapiro provides a historically informed explanation for why some groups have little hierarchy, while others
resemble miniature firms, complete with line charts and written disciplinary codes. Looking at groups in
Africa, Asia, Europe, and North America, he highlights how consistent and widespread the terrorist's
dilemma--balancing the desire to maintain control with the need for secrecy--has been since the 1880s.
Through an analysis of more than a hundred terrorist autobiographies he shows how prevalent bureaucracy
has been, and he utilizes a cache of internal documents from al-Qa'ida in Iraq to outline why this deadly
group used so much paperwork to handle its people. Tracing the strategic interaction between terrorist
leaders and their operatives, Shapiro closes with a series of comparative case studies, indicating that the
differences in how groups in the same conflict approach their dilemmas are consistent with an agency theory
perspective.

The Terrorist's Dilemma demonstrates the management constraints inherent to terrorist groups and sheds
light on specific organizational details that can be exploited to more efficiently combat terrorist activity.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Nance:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This The Terrorist's Dilemma: Managing Violent Covert Organizations book is
readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you.
The writer associated with The Terrorist's Dilemma: Managing Violent Covert Organizations content
conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking The Terrorist's Dilemma:
Managing Violent Covert Organizations is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Jaclyn Davis:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider when those
information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take The Terrorist's Dilemma: Managing Violent Covert Organizations as the daily
resource information.

Mildred Smith:

The reason? Because this The Terrorist's Dilemma: Managing Violent Covert Organizations is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret it
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful way makes
the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a
lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Cheri Turner:

You could spend your free time to study this book this guide. This The Terrorist's Dilemma: Managing
Violent Covert Organizations is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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