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On January 17, 1776, one week after Thomas Paine published his incendiary pamphlet Common Sense,
Connecticut minister Samuel Sherwood preached an equally patriotic sermon. "God Almighty, with all the
powers of heaven, are on our side," Sherwood said, voicing a sacred justification for war that Americans
would invoke repeatedly throughout the struggle for independence.

In Sacred Scripture, Sacred War, James Byrd offers the first comprehensive analysis of how American
revolutionaries defended their patriotic convictions through scripture. Byrd shows that the Bible was a key
text of the American Revolution. Indeed, many colonists saw the Bible as primarily a book about war. They
viewed God as not merely sanctioning violence but actively participating in combat, playing a decisive role
on the battlefield. When war came, preachers and patriots alike turned to scripture not only for solace but for
exhortations to fight. Such scripture helped amateur soldiers overcome their natural aversion to killing,
conferred on those who died for the Revolution the halo of martyrdom, and gave Americans a sense of the
divine providence of their cause. Many histories of the Revolution have noted the connection between
religion and war, but Sacred Scripture, Sacred War is the first to provide a detailed analysis of specific
biblical texts and how they were used, especially in making the patriotic case for war. Combing through
more than 500 wartime sources, which include more than 17,000 biblical citations, Byrd shows precisely
how the Bible shaped American war, and how war in turn shaped Americans' view of the Bible.

Brilliantly researched and cogently argued, Sacred Scripture, Sacred War sheds new light on the American
Revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Schulz:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Sacred Scripture, Sacred War: The Bible and the American Revolution book is
readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to
you. The writer associated with Sacred Scripture, Sacred War: The Bible and the American Revolution
content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content material but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Sacred Scripture, Sacred
War: The Bible and the American Revolution is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Jason Ayers:

This Sacred Scripture, Sacred War: The Bible and the American Revolution is great guide for you because
the content which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we
can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Sacred Scripture, Sacred War: The Bible and the American Revolution in your
hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that
offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book.
Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

John Bledsoe:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Sacred Scripture, Sacred War: The
Bible and the American Revolution which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
observe.

Elizabeth Schwartz:

This Sacred Scripture, Sacred War: The Bible and the American Revolution is brand new way for you who
has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information.
Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in
reading this Sacred Scripture, Sacred War: The Bible and the American Revolution can be the light food to
suit your needs because the information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books
develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form.



People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to
knowledge.
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