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Familiar accounts of religious freedom in the United States often tell a story of visionary founders who broke
from the centuries-old patterns of Christendom to establish a political arrangement committed to secular and
religiously neutral government. These novel commitments were supposedly embodied in the religion clauses
of the First Amendment. But this story is largely a fairytale, Steven Smith says in this incisive examination
of a much-mythologized subject. He makes the case that the American achievement was not a rejection of
Christian commitments but a retrieval of classic Christian ideals of freedom of the church and freedom of
conscience.

Smith maintains that the distinctive American contribution to religious freedom was not in the First
Amendment, which was intended merely to preserve the political status quo in matters of religion. What was
important was the commitment to open contestation between secularist and providentialist understandings of
the nation which evolved over the nineteenth century. In the twentieth century, far from vindicating
constitutional principles, as conventional wisdom suggests, the Supreme Court imposed secular neutrality,
which effectively repudiated this commitment to open contestation. Rather than upholding what was
distinctively American and constitutional, these decisions subverted it. The negative consequences are
visible today in the incoherence of religion clause jurisprudence and the intense culture wars in American
politics.
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From reader reviews:

Shane McKeel:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read
one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the The Rise and Decline of American
Religious Freedom is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Alberto Benson:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the publication untitled The Rise and Decline of American Religious
Freedom can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Bert Martinez:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is actually The Rise and Decline of American Religious Freedom.

Walter Pressley:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search
of the The Rise and Decline of American Religious Freedom when you necessary it?
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