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This book presents an account of masculinity in eighteenth century Britain. In particular it is concerned with
the impact of an emergent polite society on notions of manliness and the gentleman.

From the 1660s a new type of social behaviour, politeness, was promoted by diverse writers. Based on
continental ideas of refinement, it stressed the merits of genuine and generous sociability as befitted a
progressive and tolerant nation. Early eighteenth century writers encouraged men to acquire the
characteristics of politeness by becoming urbane town gentlemen. Later commentators promoted an
alternative culture of sensibility typified by the man of feeling. Central to both was the need to spend more
time with women, now seen as key agents of refinement. The relationship demanded a reworking of what it
meant to be manly.

Being manly and polite was a difficult balancing act. Refined manliness presented new problems for
eighteenth century men. What was the relationship between politeness and duplicity? Were feminine actions
such as tears and physical delicacy acceptable or not? Critics believed polite society led to effeminacy, not
manliness, and condemned this failure of male identity with reference to the fop.

This book reveals the significance of social over sexual conduct for eighteenth century definitions of
masculinity. It shows how features traditionally associated with nineteenth century models were well
established in the earlier figure of the polite town-dweller or sentimental man of feeling.

Using personal stories and diverse public statements drawn from conduct books, magazines, sermons and
novels, this is a vivid account of the changing status of men and masculinity as Britain moved into the
modern period.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Morton:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book Men and the Emergence of Polite Society, 1660-1800
seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The publication Men and the Emergence of Polite Society, 1660-1800 is not only
giving you more new information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your
spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book Men and the Emergence of
Polite Society, 1660-1800. You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Vivian Obrien:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Men and the Emergence of Polite Society, 1660-1800 book is readable
by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The
writer regarding Men and the Emergence of Polite Society, 1660-1800 content conveys the thought easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Men and the Emergence of Polite Society, 1660-1800 is
not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Kathy Norvell:

This book untitled Men and the Emergence of Polite Society, 1660-1800 to be one of several books this best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will
easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher with this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.

Norma Barnes:

You will get this Men and the Emergence of Polite Society, 1660-1800 by check out the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this
book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose
correct ways for you.
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