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Images of Jamaica and the Bahamas as tropical paradises full of palm trees, white sandy beaches, and
inviting warm water seem timeless. Surprisingly, the origins of those images can be traced back to the roots
of the islands’ tourism industry in the 1880s. As Krista A. Thompson explains, in the late nineteenth century,
tourism promoters, backed by British colonial administrators, began to market Jamaica and the Bahamas as
picturesque “tropical” paradises. They hired photographers and artists to create carefully crafted
representations, which then circulated internationally via postcards and illustrated guides and lectures.

Illustrated with more than one hundred images, including many in color, An Eye for the Tropics is a nuanced
evaluation of the aesthetics of the “tropicalizing images” and their effects on Jamaica and the Bahamas.
Thompson describes how representations created to project an image to the outside world altered everyday
life on the islands. Hoteliers imported tropical plants to make the islands look more like the images. Many
prominent tourist-oriented spaces, including hotels and famous beaches, became off-limits to the islands’
black populations, who were encouraged to act like the disciplined, loyal colonial subjects depicted in the
pictures.

Analyzing the work of specific photographers and artists who created tropical representations of Jamaica and
the Bahamas between the 1880s and the 1930s, Thompson shows how their images differ from the English
picturesque landscape tradition. Turning to the present, she examines how tropicalizing images are
deconstructed in works by contemporary artists—including Christopher Cozier, David Bailey, and Irénée
Shaw—at the same time that they remain a staple of postcolonial governments’ vigorous efforts to attract
tourists.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Oliveras:

The book An Eye for the Tropics: Tourism, Photography, and Framing the Caribbean Picturesque
(Objects/Histories) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your
capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book An Eye for the Tropics: Tourism, Photography,
and Framing the Caribbean Picturesque (Objects/Histories) being your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book An Eye for the Tropics: Tourism,
Photography, and Framing the Caribbean Picturesque (Objects/Histories). Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

John Ward:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important for us. The book An Eye for the Tropics: Tourism, Photography, and
Framing the Caribbean Picturesque (Objects/Histories) seemed to be making you to know about other
information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication An
Eye for the Tropics: Tourism, Photography, and Framing the Caribbean Picturesque (Objects/Histories) is
not only giving you a lot more new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can
spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book An
Eye for the Tropics: Tourism, Photography, and Framing the Caribbean Picturesque (Objects/Histories). You
never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Tina Alley:

This An Eye for the Tropics: Tourism, Photography, and Framing the Caribbean Picturesque
(Objects/Histories) is fresh way for you who has interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger
info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small
amount of digest in reading this An Eye for the Tropics: Tourism, Photography, and Framing the Caribbean
Picturesque (Objects/Histories) can be the light food for you because the information inside this particular
book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by
anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even
dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a book especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better
life and knowledge.

Justin Davis:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being rare?



Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but also novel and An Eye for the Tropics: Tourism, Photography, and
Framing the Caribbean Picturesque (Objects/Histories) or others sources were given information for you.
After you know how the great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for
teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other
case, beside science reserve, any other book likes An Eye for the Tropics: Tourism, Photography, and
Framing the Caribbean Picturesque (Objects/Histories) to make your spare time considerably more colorful.
Many types of book like this.
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