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Despite the pundits who have written its epitaph and the latter-day refugees who have fled its confines for
the half-acre suburban estate, the city neighborhood has endured as an idea central to American culture. In A
Nation of Neighborhoods, Benjamin Looker presents us with the city neighborhood as both an endless
problem and a possibility.

Looker investigates the cultural, social, and political complexities of the idea of “neighborhood” in postwar
America and how Americans grappled with vast changes in their urban spaces from World War II to the
Reagan era. In the face of urban decline, competing visions of the city neighborhood’s significance and
purpose became proxies for broader debates over the meaning and limits of American democracy. By
studying the way these contests unfolded across a startling variety of genres—Broadway shows, radio plays,
urban ethnographies, real estate documents, and even children’s programming—Looker shows that the
neighborhood ideal has functioned as a central symbolic site for advancing and debating theories about
American national identity and democratic practice.
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From reader reviews:

John Krumm:

The particular book A Nation of Neighborhoods: Imagining Cities, Communities, and Democracy in Postwar
America (Historical Studies of Urban America) will bring that you the new experience of reading the book.
The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read, this book
very appropriate to you. The book A Nation of Neighborhoods: Imagining Cities, Communities, and
Democracy in Postwar America (Historical Studies of Urban America) is much recommended to you you
just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Jules Thompson:

The particular book A Nation of Neighborhoods: Imagining Cities, Communities, and Democracy in Postwar
America (Historical Studies of Urban America) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you
can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after looking
over this book.

Daniel Caudle:

This A Nation of Neighborhoods: Imagining Cities, Communities, and Democracy in Postwar America
(Historical Studies of Urban America) is brand new way for you who has interest to look for some
information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this A Nation of Neighborhoods: Imagining
Cities, Communities, and Democracy in Postwar America (Historical Studies of Urban America) can be the
light food for yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books create
itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who
think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in
reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So ,
don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Betsy Haley:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to
around the world. By the book A Nation of Neighborhoods: Imagining Cities, Communities, and Democracy
in Postwar America (Historical Studies of Urban America) we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book A Nation of Neighborhoods:
Imagining Cities, Communities, and Democracy in Postwar America (Historical Studies of Urban America).
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